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This 12-week curriculum will challenge 
you to examine your thoughts, attitudes, 
and actions through a truly biblical 
worldview as it pertains to the social 
issue of racial prejudice. As you journey 
through the biblical perspective of the 
unity and diversity of mankind, you will 
be equipped to engage your culture in 
a biblically consistent way. Hands-on 
activities, class discussions, take-home 
challenges, and a culminating action plan 
will prepare you to address prejudice 
and bigotry in your immediate context, 
providing the only true answer—the hope 
of the gospel.of the gospel.
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L E S S O N  1

Origin of 
Humanity

Overview
To understand what the Bible has to say about 
race, we must start at the beginning. Mankind 
was created directly by God, in his image, 
and on the sixth day of history. All people are 
born into the one race—the human race. We 
all have a common ancestor, a truth which has 
great implications for how we view and treat 
other people.
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Observe It
1. Who is God?

2. Who is man?

3. What are the consequences of sin?

Main Point: We are ALL human beings created by God in his 

______________________ and born into the race of Adam. There is 

______________________ race: the human race.
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Explore It
Use the space provided to answer the following questions.

1. Read Genesis 1:26–27, Genesis 9:5–6, and James 3:8–9. 
Who bears the image of God? 

2. Read Psalm 8, Hebrews 2:16, Matthew 6:26, and Romans 
5:8. How does God view man? 

3. Read 2 Corinthians 3:18, Romans 8:29, and Colossians 
1:15. What is the image of God? 
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4. Read Genesis 6:5 and Romans 3:23. How was the image of 
God affected by the fall?

Apply It
1. Where does a person’s value come from? 

2. What does it mean to be created in the image of God? 

3. Why is a biblical perspective of origins so important to 
the topic of racism? 
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4. In what ways have you seen your thinking or actions fail 
to reflect this biblical perspective? What steps will you 
take to correct your thinking/actions? 

Live It 
1. Memorize Romans 3:23. Consider the implications of this 

verse as it relates to humanity and the image of God. How 
does this verse add to the discussion of prejudice?

2. Name someone you struggle to think well of. This could 
be a person you look down on, someone who annoys you, 
or someone you have simply overlooked. Pray for this 
person each day this week and find a way to demonstrate 
that he/she is valuable to God and to you. Bring your 
stories to share next time.

3. This week we talked about how all humanity comes from 
the same ancestor, Adam, and shares the same value as 
God’s creation in his image. Read Psalm 96 and Isaiah 59 
and use the chart provided to compare the nature of God 
with the nature that is common to all mankind.
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God is . . . Psalm 96 Man is . . . Isaiah 59:1–13
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Overview
All mankind has a common origin: created by 
God and descended from Adam. We are all 
one biological race. All mankind is also unified 
by our sin nature and, thus, our need for the 
Savior. Before we can address the sin problems 
in our culture, we must examine the sin in our 
own lives.

L E S S O N  2

Unity of 
Humanity
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Observe It
Adam & Eve

Cain & Abel

The Flood

The Tower of Babel

Main Point: We are ALL ______________________ people who 

deserve death, and we ALL need a ______________________.
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Explore It
Use the space provided to answer the following questions. 

1. Read Genesis 8:21, Psalm 14:3, Isaiah 1:5–6, and Matthew 
15:19. Use these verses to describe human nature. 

2. Read Romans 6:6–7, Galatians 5:24, and 1 Peter 1:18–19. 
If all mankind is wicked and incapable of good, what hope 
is there in overcoming this cycle of sin? 

3. Read Colossians 3:5–11. Describe the role of sin, death, 
Christ, and yourself according to this passage. 



14 • Student Guide  Lesson 2    

4. We’ve been talking about the unity of humanity. How 
does verse 11 add to that conversation? 

5. Looking at verses 5–9, identify the words that describe 
you or described you in the past. Be sure to distinguish 
between the things you have overcome and the things 
you still struggle with. 

Apply It
1. Read 1 John 3:12. How do you feel about your sin (or 

being confronted about sin)?
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2. Looking at your answers from the Explore It activity, 
what sins have you been able to overcome in the power 
of Christ? What actions did you take to overcome that 
particular struggle? 

3. Now the harder question: what sin do you continually 
(presently) struggle with? How can you work toward 
greater obedience in this area? 

4. How has your view of people changed because of the 
things we’ve been talking about? How has your view of 
sin changed? 
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Live It 
1. Memorize Romans 3:23. Read the verse in context. 

How does the context add clarification or depth to your 
understanding of the verse?

2. Write out a plan to actively repent of a sin you struggle 
with. Outline specific steps you will take and indicate a 
timeline to complete each step. Enact your plan this week 
and be ready to share about your successes and failures.

3. In this lesson, we saw how each of the first four accounts 
in Scripture are characterized by the sinful actions of 
man and the just and compassionate responses of God. 
Although the flood was catastrophic, it did not interrupt 
the sin cycle, as we see in Genesis 11. In fact, we continue 
to see this cycle throughout the Bible (and to the present). 
Nehemiah was the governor of Jerusalem in the time after 
they returned from their exile in Babylon. Read chapter 9 
of Nehemiah and use the questions below to guide your 
observations.

 › Describe what is taking place in this chapter. 
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 › What sins did the people confess? 

 › What historical allusions do you recognize? 

 › How many times is a contrast drawn using “but,” “yet,” 
or “nevertheless”? 

 › What is the contrast being drawn? 
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Overview
Our starting points inform our perspectives 
on social issues. Racism is entirely 
inconsistent with a biblical starting point, 
but it is a reasonable consequence of an 
evolutionary perspective. We must be careful 
to evaluate the claims of man according to 
the truths of God’s Word. In this lesson, we 
will focus on how starting points impact our 
perspectives and on correcting our thinking to 
remain consistent with the authoritative truth 
of God’s Word.

L E S S O N  3

Starting Points
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Observe It
Racism & the Bible

Racism & Culture

Main Point: Racism is not consistent with a 

______________________ perspective.
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Explore It
For each statement below, find and explain a scriptural 
reference that refutes the idea. 

Reference bank: Colossians 1:15–17; Genesis 2:7; John 
11:38–44; Mark 16:15; Psalm 19:7–9; Revelation 21:1–4

1. Nature or matter is all that exists; there is no god and no 
supernatural.  

2. Man is a part of nature and has emerged as a result of 
continuous processes of nature.

3. Miracles are not possible because they would be a 
violation of the laws of nature. 

4. There is no purpose or meaning to life. 
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5. There are no moral absolutes that apply to all people in 
all times.

6. There is no life after death; our bodies simply decay 
over time. 

Apply It
1. Contrast the biblical and evolutionary perspectives of 

mankind. How does your perspective influence the way 
you view people? 

2. If you believed the early accounts of Genesis were myth 
or allegory, how would that affect your views in this area? 
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3. How have you seen the implications of evolutionary ideas 
in your thinking? In the teachings of culture? How have 
you seen inconsistencies in these applications? 

4. In what ways can you be more intentional about 
correcting your own thinking in these areas? 

5. In what ways might being aware of these perspectives 
help you to have a gospel conversation? 

Live It 
1. Memorize Genesis 11:9. Can you imagine if suddenly you 

couldn’t understand anyone outside of your immediate 
family? What do you think would happen?

2. Find an opportunity to use the history recorded in 
Genesis 1–11 to explain what we see in the world today. 
Try writing out a summary first, looking for connections 
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you can use in your specific context. Consider 
reading the article “Seven C’s of History” (available at 
AnswersInGenesis.org) to learn more about how the first 
11 chapters relate to the gospel of Jesus. Be ready to share 
about your conversations next time.

3. The account of Babel is true history. Read Joshua 3:10 and 
list the people groups the Israelites would encounter in 
the promised land. Then read Genesis 10:15–19. Where 
did the people in the promised land come from? Read 
through all of Genesis 10 and see how many of these 
names you can find throughout the Bible. Use your cross-
references or online Bible study tools. Hint: look for both 
people groups and places.



Lesson 4 Student Guide • 25 

Overview
In this lesson, we will look at the historicity 
of the account of Babel. The dispersion from 
Babel explains what we see in the world today. 
Our video will answer many of the questions 
surrounding the tower of Babel and explain how 
a single population spread out to fill the earth 
and form all the people groups we see today.

L E S S O N  4

Dispersion 
from Babel
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Observe It
What did the tower of Babel look like?

Where did all the languages come from?

How did people travel?

Where did people go?

What about the decrease in ages?

Christ at Babel

Main Point: The ______________________ of the dispersion at 

Babel is true ______________________ that explains what we see in 
the world today. 
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Explore It
Use the space provided to explore the biblical account of Babel. 

1. Read Genesis 11:1–9. How do you see the unity of man 
reflected in this account? 

2. What do you notice about the skill of the people? 

3. What command had God given them? 

4. How is the sin cycle evident in this passage? 
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5. What attributes of God do we see in this passage? 

6. How does this passage explain the world we see today? 

Apply It
1. Does it surprise you that this rebellion happened so 

quickly? Explain. 

2. We see in Genesis 8:21 that God knew that man’s heart 
would continue to be evil from his youth, yet he simply 
confused their language rather than wiping them out 
again. How is this a picture of God’s continuing mercy 
and grace to mankind, including you? 
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3. Knowing that sin is the tendency of mankind, how do we 
conduct our lives so that we don’t fall into this pattern of 
pride and rebellion?

4. How has your confidence in the historicity of the Babel 
account been strengthened through the last couple 
lessons? How has your view changed as we’ve talked 
about the biblical starting point? 

Live It 
1. Memorize Genesis 11:9. How do you see the characteristics 

of historical narrative displayed in this verse?

2. In what ways are your behaviors, thoughts, or attitudes 
inconsistent with a biblical perspective? What can you 
do to correct those? Make a plan and ask a friend to help 
you stay on track. Find an opportunity to share with 
your family and friends about the biblical perspective 
of origins, focusing on how our lives should reflect the 
truths found there.
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3. Read Colossians 2:8, Ephesians 4:14–15, and 
2 Corinthians 10:5. 

 › According to these verses, what are the things we are 
to avoid? What are the things we are to cling to? 

 › How do these verses apply to our conversation? 

 › What will you do to ensure that you are not taken 
captive by false ideas? 
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Overview
We’ve seen how all mankind share an origin 
and a sin nature. Today we will focus on how 
the Bible views diversity. Genetic variation, 
along with the history found in Scripture, 
explains the ethnic distinctions we see today. 
Even our differences point to our unity as 
God’s creation.

L E S S O N  5

Diversity of 
Humanity
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Observe It
Where did Cain get his wife?

How do we explain diversity?

Adaptation and Speciation

What shade was Adam and Eve’s skin?

Main Point: ______________________ is an intentional part of God’s 

______________________ design.
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Explore It
Read Ephesians 4:1–16 and answer the following questions.

1. What is the relationship between unity and diversity in 
this passage? 

2. What is it that unifies the diverse members? 

3. Where does the diversity come from? 

4. How might these ideas apply to the social issues 
of diversity? 
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Apply It
1. What terminology have you heard that is not helpful (or 

even harmful)? What terms should we discard, redefine, 
or replace? 

2. How can being careful of the language we use help us as 
we address social issues? 

3. How does the Bible present the idea of diversity? 

4. How does the biblical understanding of diversity contrast 
with the world’s understanding? 

5. What attitudes concerning people who are different from 
you do you need to repent of? 
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Live It 
1. Memorize Acts 17:26. How do you see both unity and 

diversity in this verse?

2. Who can you teach about genetic diversity this week? How 
can you demonstrate your new perspective to someone, 
whether in speech or behavior? Find an opportunity to 
show the love of Christ to someone who may not expect it.

3. Read Ephesians 2:1–10. Identify the distinction made in 
this passage. Thinking about the unity of mankind, the 
historical account of the tower of Babel, and the diversity 
of mankind, how does this passage relate to the topic of 
this study? 
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Overview
We are inundated with information 
everywhere we go. How do we know whether 
or not to believe a source and the claim it is 
making? In this lesson, we will be using the 
ASK method to evaluate truth claims. We will 
examine the authority, starting point, and 
knowledge of a source, and then determine 
whether we can accept the claim as reliable.

L E S S O N  6

Truth Claims
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Observe It
Authority: What is this person’s authority to make such a claim?

Starting Points: From what starting point is this person 
looking at the world?

Knowledge: How do they know what they claim to know?

Main Point: We must be careful to ______________________ truth 
claims by ASKing the right questions.
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Explore It
Use the ASK method to evaluate the validity of the excerpts 
provided. 

Excerpt One
This first excerpt is from an article in National Geographic. 
The article presented an interview of Bill Nye regarding his 
book Undeniable: Evolution and the Science of Creation. Bill Nye 
is a TV personality, best known for his PBS series, Bill Nye the 
Science Guy. He holds a Bachelor of Science in mechanical 
engineering from Cornell University, but pursued a career in 
comedy. His routine included crazy science experiments, and 
he earned the nickname “The Science Guy.” After the success 
of his educational science program, he became active in the 
science community. 

Toward the end of the article, he was asked, “What one or two 
points do you want people to take away from this book?” The 
excerpt was part of this final answer.

Excerpt from “Why Bill Nye Calls Evolution ‘Undeniable’ 
and Creationism ‘Inane’” by Jane J. Lee, featured in National 
Geographic.

The other thing is that we are all in this together—
everybody on Earth. There’s no such thing as 
“race.” There are tribes and societies, but we’re 
all one species because humans moved around 
the world so recently, in evolutionary terms. . . .

Evolution fills me with reverence for our place 
within the cosmos, what I like to call “our place 
in space.” We’re the product of stardust, brought 
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together by gravity—we’re at least one of the 
ways that the universe knows itself. That, to me, 
is astonishing.1

Authority: 

Starting Points:

Knowledge:

1 Lee, Jane J. “Why Bill Nye Calls Evolution ‘Undeniable’ and Creationism 
‘Inane’.” National Geographic. January 25, 2015. news.nationalgeographic.
com/news/2015/01/150125-bill-nye-science-guy-evolution-creation-book-
talk-culture/ (accessed April 8, 2019).
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Final Analysis: 

Excerpt Two
Leoandra Onnie Rogers, who holds a PhD in developmental 
psychology, is a former postdoctoral fellow at the University 
of Washington’s Institute for Learning & Brain Sciences 
(I-LABS). According to her professor bio on the Northwestern 
University website, “she is interested in social and educational 
inequities and the mechanisms through which macro-level 
disparities are both perpetuated and disrupted at the micro-
level of identities and relationships.” She is well-published 
and has been involved in several research fellowships and 
organizations.2

Excerpt from “Insight into children’s race and gender 
identities” accessed from ScienceDaily.com. This study from 
University of Washington was published in the journal 
Cultural Diversity and Ethnic Minority Psychology. Dr. Rogers, 
a developmental psychologist, was the lead author on the 
project.

About half of Black and Mixed-Race children 
ranked race as “a lot” or a “little” important, 

2 “Onnie Rogers.” Onnie Rogers: Institute for Policy Research—
Northwestern University. ipr.northwestern.edu/faculty-experts/fellows/
rogers.html (accessed April 4, 2019).
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while 89 percent of White children considered 
race a “not important” part of their identity. That 
gap is telling, Rogers said, particularly given that 
the schools involved are highly diverse.

“In some ways, it suggests that White kids and 
kids of color are navigating very different worlds 
when it comes to race and they’re thinking about 
race in very different terms,” said Rogers. “Most 
White kids would say [race] is not important, it 
doesn’t matter, but kids of color would say, ‘Yes, 
race does matter to me.’“

In the open-ended question about racial identity, 
42 percent of responses that defined the meaning 
of race through values of equality or humanism 
came from White children (for example, “I believe 
race doesn’t matter at all. It just matters about 
who you are.”). By contrast, just one-quarter 
of Black and Mixed-Race children mentioned 
equality when talking about race.

While the emphasis on equity among White 
children may seem encouraging, Rogers said 
some White children interviewed were reluctant 
to broach the subject of race. When asked what it 
meant to be White, she recalled, one White third-
grader refused to talk about it.

“The idea that talking about race is taboo was 
prevalent,” she said. “Surprisingly, that is not 
uncommon in diverse schools. The narrative of 
multiculturalism is really stressed in such a way 
that everybody’s the same and differences are 
minimized.”
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“That typically derives from the good motivation 
of encouraging kids to treat each other [with] 
respect and not allowing discrimination to occur,” 
Rogers said. “But it might also communicate 
racial silence, that race is something that’s not 
OK to talk about.”3

Authority: 

Starting Points:

Knowledge: 

3 University of Washington. “Insight into children’s race 
and gender identities.” ScienceDaily. sciencedaily.com/
releases/2016/11/161115210302.htm (accessed April 1, 2019).
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Final Analysis: 

Excerpt Three
This article is written by Ann Gibbons, a contributing 
correspondent for Science. Her significant contributions 
include many articles dealing with topics in anthropology. 
This article appeals to various experts, including geologists, 
anthropologists, and paleontologists who have conducted 
research of the Dmanisi site.

Excerpt from “Meet the frail, small-brained people who 
first trekked out of Africa” published in Science. The article 
summarizes the findings of various researchers regarding the 
remains found at Dmanisi, Georgia.

On a promontory high above the sweeping 
grasslands of the Georgian steppe, a medieval 
church marks the spot where humans have 
come and gone along Silk Road trade routes for 
thousands of years. But 1.77 million years ago, 
this place was a crossroads for a different set of 
migrants. Among them were saber-toothed cats, 
Etruscan wolves, hyenas the size of lions—and 
early members of the human family.
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Here, primitive hominins poked their tiny heads 
into animal dens to scavenge abandoned kills, 
fileting meat from the bones of mammoths and 
wolves with crude stone tools and eating it raw. 
They stalked deer as the animals drank from an 
ancient lake and gathered hackberries and nuts 
from chestnut and walnut trees lining nearby rivers. 
Sometimes the hominins themselves became the 
prey, as gnaw marks from big cats or hyenas on 
their fossilized limb bones now testify. . . .

Regardless of the Dmanisi people’s precise 
identity, researchers studying them agree that 
the wealth of fossils and artifacts coming from 
the site offer rare evidence for a critical moment 
in the human saga. They show that it didn’t take 
a technological revolution or a particularly big 
brain to cross continents. And they suggest an 
origin story for first migrants all across Asia: 
Perhaps some members of the group of primitive 
H. erectus that gave rise to the Dmanisi people 
also pushed farther east, where their offspring 
evolved into later, bigger-brained H. erectus on 
Java (at the same time as H. erectus in Africa 
was independently evolving bigger brains and 
bodies). “For me, Dmanisi could be the ancestor 
for H. erectus in Java,” says paleoanthropologist 
Yousuke Kaifu of the National Museum of Nature 
and Science in Tokyo.4

4 Gibbons, Ann. “Meet the frail, small-brained people who first trekked 
out of Africa.” Science. November 22, 2016. sciencemag.org/news/2016/11/
meet-frail-small-brained-people-who-first-trekked-out-africa (accessed 
April 5, 2019).
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Authority: 

Starting Points: 

Knowledge: 

Final Analysis: 



Lesson 6 Student Guide • 47 

Apply It
1. What was the most challenging part of the ASK exercise? 

What came easiest? 

2. What was surprising or stood out to you about the 
sources we read? 

3. In what ways has this activity helped you to think about 
the information you absorb and share with others? 

4. How will you approach information differently from now on? 
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5. How can thinking about our sources this way help us as 
we navigate the conversation of racism and social justice? 

Live It 
1. Memorize Acts 17:26. Use this verse in a conversation 

this week. Bonus: include a complete gospel presentation 
in the conversation.

2. Where do you get your information? Pay attention to 
the sources that you interact with this week. Are they 
credible? What are their starting points? Be intentional 
about which claims you accept and reject. By doing this, 
what did you realize about how you generally absorb 
information? Are there any changes you need to make?

3. Read Psalm 119:9–16 and answer the questions.

 › According to the psalmist, where does truth come from? 
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 › What result is the psalmist looking toward? 

 › How does the psalmist believe this result can 
be achieved? 

 › What role does the young man play? 

 › How does this relate to what we’ve been studying? 
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Overview
Understanding the biblical origin and unity of 
mankind is vital for the gospel. Jesus came to 
die for people from every nation, tribe, people, 
and language. God delights in diversity and 
has embedded it into his creation and into 
his church. In this lesson, we will distinguish 
between the two spiritual races—the only 
racial division that exists. We will also see 
why the issue of racism is so important to 
the gospel. 

L E S S O N  7

Babel and 
the Gospel
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Observe It

7 C’s of History 7 R’s of Race

Main Point: There is ______________________ biological race, but 

______________________ spiritual races.
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Explore It
Use the space provided to answer the following questions. 

1. Read Romans 5:12–21. How do you see the unity of 
humanity in this passage? 

2. How do you see the two spiritual races of humanity in 
this passage? 

3. Read Hebrews 2:5–18. Why is it important for the gospel 
that we are all one race? 
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4. Matthew 7:21–23 and 25:31–46. What two groups do you 
see in this passage? Which one do you belong to? 

Apply It
1. When you look at someone, what do you notice about 

them? Do you notice how they look, sound, or act 
differently than you? What are some ways that we can 
change our perspective? 

2. If you have chosen to follow Christ, would you mind 
sharing with us how you made that decision? 
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3. How can you use the truth that we are all one race to 
demonstrate a need for the Savior? 

4. Do you know anyone who needs to hear the good news of 
Jesus? How might you share with them? 

Live It 
1. Memorize 1 John 4:14. When is the last time that you 

testified these things?

2. Who can you share the gospel with this week? Pray that 
God would provide an opportunity and be intentional 
about seeking an occasion to share. How might you shift 
a conversation about social diversity to a conversation 
about the gospel?
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3. Read Revelation 7:9–10 and answer the questions below.

 › Describe the multitude around the throne. 

 › What were they doing? 

 › Based on this passage, how would you describe God’s 
view of diversity? 

 › What other references can you find that express that 
God is the Savior of people from every tribe, nation, 
and tongue?
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Overview
The distinction between Jews and Greeks is 
one that we often see in Scripture. Although the 
Jews pointed out their cultural distinctions, the 
New Testament writers applied the distinctions 
to their evangelistic efforts. Today we will see 
how the gospel message was preached to both 
Jews and Greeks but presented differently 
based on their context. 

L E S S O N  8

The Gospel 
and Cultural 

Context
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Observe It
Acts 2 Approach

Acts 17 Approach

Main Point: There is only one _____________________, but 
we need to understand how to communicate it in our 

_____________________.
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Explore It
Use the space provided to answer the following questions.

1. Read Romans 3:29–30 and 10:12–13. What do these 
passages teach about mankind and salvation? 

2.  Read 1 Corinthians 1:18–25. What distinctions do you 
see in this passage? What similarities? 

3. Read 1 Corinthians 9:20–23. What role does context play 
in Paul’s approach to evangelism? 

4. As a result of this study, how might you change how you 
prepare to share the gospel?
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5. Think about your audience, whether it is a particular 
person you need to share with or an environment in 
which you may meet someone with which to share. Is 
your audience more like an Acts 2 culture or an Acts 17 
culture? How might this change the way you approach a 
gospel conversation in your context?

Apply It
1. Have you noticed this distinction? In what ways have 

you seen evangelistic methods work in one place but 
not another? 

2. Describe the aspects that are vital to the gospel. In what 
ways will you share the gospel regardless of your context? 

3. In what ways might culture or context influence your 
approach to sharing the gospel? 
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4. How has this idea changed the way you think about 
evangelism? 

Live It 
1. Memorize 1 John 4:14. Who do you know that needs to 

hear this truth?

2. How would you share the gospel in 30 seconds? One 
minute? Write down your presentation and practice 
sharing it with friends or family members. How can you 
use this presentation in various contexts?

3. Read Acts 2 and Acts 17:16–34 and compare the passages 
using the space below.

Acts 2 Acts 17

Audience

Speaker/
Authority
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The 
Message

The 
Response

Other Notes
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Overview
Now that we’ve established a biblical 
foundation for our thinking, we will begin 
to look at how to apply these truths to the 
problem of prejudice and bigotry in our 
society. Using Dr. Charles Ware’s Grace 
Relations DREAM outline, we will develop a 
plan to engage the issue in our context. 

L E S S O N  9

The Grace 
Relations 

Dream
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Observe It
Purpose of Grace Relations

Dream

Reality

Main Point: The reality is that we have a powerful 

______________________ that can overcome the negative realities 
in our culture.
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Explore It
Read Colossians 3:1–17. In the left column, list all the things 
we are to put to death. Circle the ones you struggle with. In 
the right column, list all the things we are to put on. Circle the 
ones you struggle with. Then answer the questions.

Put Off Put On

1. Consider your list in the left column. Which of these have 
you seen affect racial tensions in your context? 
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2. Consider the list on the right. Which of these terms have 
you heard used in the conversation to ease racial tension? 
Which have you seen in action? 

3. When you engage in the conversation, which list most 
describes your approach? 

Apply It
1. What are some of the negative realities you see in 

your context? 

2. What are some positive realities? 
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3. Based on your context, your realities, what is your dream? 
What would you like to see changed? 

4. What steps have you made (individually or corporately) to 
better the situation? 

5. What factors do you think have kept us from making 
more progress? What factors have been beneficial? 

6. What is one dream, or goal, that we can work toward 
this week? 

Live It 
1. Memorize 1 John 4:11. How does the Bible define love? 

How is that different than how the world defines it?
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2. How have you responded to the challenge your class 
decided on? Summarize your experience. What might be 
the next step?

3. Read James 2:19–27 and reflect on how this principle 
applies to you.

 › How accurately does the phrase “quick to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to anger” describe you?

 › In what ways do you need to repent of hearing only, 
and not doing?

 › How have you applied the Word of God to the cultural 
issues surrounding racial prejudice?

 › How can you be a doer of the Word in this area?
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Overview
Today we will focus on the expectations and 
applications sections of Dr. Ware’s DREAM 
outline. After crafting a dream, an ideal to work 
toward, and examining the realities of our 
context, we must evaluate our expectations and 
develop practical, biblical applications. 

L E S S O N  1 0

Expectations 
and 

Applications 
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Observe It
Expectations

Applications

Main Point: We should ______________________ God to use us as 

ministers of his ______________________.
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Explore It
Read Luke 10:25–37 and answer the questions.

1. Compare the characters in Jesus’ parable. Which of the 
passersby was most like the injured man? Which was 
most different from the injured man? 

2. If you were passing by, would your response be more like 
the priest and the Levite, or like the Samaritan? Why?

3. How might you apply this parable to modern day? 

4. What principles can we glean from this account? 

5. Read Philippians 2:3–4. How do these verses confirm the 
teaching of the parable? 
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Apply It
1. God tells us in 1 Samuel 16:7 that man looks on the 

outside, but God looks at the heart. What does that mean 
within the conversation of racial tensions? 

2. In what ways have you seen prejudice or 
unkindness displayed? 

3. How have you responded (positively or negatively) when 
you witnessed prejudice or unkindness? 

4. Think within the context of your ethnic group. What are 
some ways (i.e., actions, strategies, movements, etc.) that 
your ethnic group has fueled the conflict? 
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5. In some cases, groups have fought against oppression and 
discrimination by rallying under a banner of pride in their 
ethnic heritage. Do you think this is a helpful approach? 

6. What steps have been made (individually or corporately) 
to better the situation? 

7. What is one application that we can work toward this week?

Live It 
1. Memorize 1 John 4:11. Why ought we to love one another?

2. How have you responded to the challenge your class 
decided on? Summarize your experience. What might be 
the next step?

3. Read Matthew 7:12, Matthew 22:34–40, Romans 12:10, 
and Philippians 2:3–4. 

 › What does the Bible teach about how we should relate 
to other people? 
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 › How do you measure up to these instructions?

 › What other verses can you find that explain how we 
should relate to others?

 › Choose at least one aspect (i.e., humility, hospitality, 
honor, love) to practice this week.
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Overview
The Bible has real answers to the problems 
in our society. The final two lessons focus on 
constructing a realistic plan, transitioning 
from theory to application. This lesson 
will begin to examine how we evaluate our 
DREAM to ensure that our dream and our 
applications are consistent with biblical 
perspectives. We must also assess the 
effectiveness of our applications and revise 
our realities and expectations as we encounter 
changes in our understanding of our context. 

L E S S O N  1 1

Equipped 
by God
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Observe It
Desired Product

Divine Provision

Divine Process

Faith

Virtue

Main Point: God has given us everything we need to be 

______________________ and ______________________.
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Explore It
Read 2 Corinthians 5 and answer the questions.

1. What main ideas do you see in verses 1–10? 

2.  In verses 12–17, what point is Paul making? 

3. What is the ministry of reconciliation? 

4. In light of our topic of study, what is significant about 
the context in which this ministry of reconciliation 
is mentioned?
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Apply It
1. How has your perception of the context changed as we’ve 

journeyed through this study? What is it that has caused 
the change? 

2. What about this study has been most impactful for you? 
Why? 

3. What steps have been made (individually or corporately) 
to better the situation? 

4. What is one measurable application that we can work 
toward this week? 
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Live It 
1. Memorize Revelation 5:9. Who did Jesus ransom?

2. How have you responded to the challenge your class 
decided on? Summarize your experience. What might be 
the next step?

3. Read Galatians 3:25–29 and answer the questions.

 › If you have been baptized into Christ, how ought you to 
be identified? 

 › Which of the distinctions listed in verse 28 (or other 
worldly distinctions) are you guilty of emphasizing in a 
divisive way? 
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Overview
The Bible has real answers to the problems 
in our society. The final two lessons focus on 
constructing a realistic plan, transitioning 
from theory to application. This lesson will 
finish examining how to evaluate our DREAM 
to ensure that our dream and our applications 
are consistent with biblical perspectives.

L E S S O N  1 2

Challenged 
to DREAM
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Observe It
Divine Process:

Knowledge

Self-Control

Perseverance

Godliness

Brotherly Kindness

Love

Main Point: We have ______________________ because we get them 

from him. ______________________ and answer the call.
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Explore It
Read Ephesians 2:11–22 and then answer the questions.

1. Paul contrasts having no hope with peace. What is the 
turning point? 

2. What is the “hostility” Paul refers to? 

3. What ideas do you see that demonstrate unity? 

4. Based on this understanding of peace and reconciliation, 
what is the solution to our divisive issues? 
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Apply It
1. What steps have been made (individually or corporately) 

to better the situation? 

2. What steps will you continue to make after this study is 
over? Do you have a plan to keep yourself accountable? 

3. What does it take for a DREAM to be successful? 

4. What happens when we achieve our DREAM? 

Live It 
1. Memorize Revelation 5:9. If Jesus died to ransom people 

from every tribe, language, people, and nation, how do 
you need to change the way you look at people?
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2. How have you contributed to the DREAM your class 
developed? Use the second outline to develop a personal 
DREAM for your immediate context and begin working 
toward your goal.

3. Review what we’ve learned by answering the questions 
below. Then find someone to teach it to.

 › Who is man and where did he come from?

 › How does the Bible explain the differences we see today?

 › How do these truths inform our thinking?

 › Why does it matter for the gospel?

 › So what are you going to do about it?
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AC T I O N  P L A N  E X P L A N AT I O N

Dream
What is your goal? This should be an achievable goal based on the bibli-
cal ideal. As you develop your dream, you must consider your faith and 
virtue. Are you willing to go? Are you committed to go?

Realities
What realities do you see in your specific context? Consider positive 
and negative realities. What is your starting point (personally, cultur-
ally, socially)? 

Expectations
What are your expectations? What will this endeavor cost you? What 
opposition will you likely face? What personal sacrifices or intentional 
efforts will you have to make? Analyze which expectations are helpful 
and which need to change.

Applications
This section should include a list of specific, achievable objectives. Use 
the list from 2 Peter 1 to formulate your objectives: knowledge, self-
control, steadfastness, godliness, brotherly affection, love. Focus on 
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developing five or six objectives that will most effectively impact the 
struggles in your context.

Measurables
Set a time to analyze the effectiveness of your DREAM and make 
a plan for moving forward. Were you successful? Which objectives 
were you able to complete? Have your realities changed? Have your 
expectations changed? In what ways were you less than successful? Do 
you need to adapt your goal? Do you need to rewrite your objectives? 
What types of struggles did you face? Did you do everything you could 
do to reach the goal? 
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AC T I O N  P L A N

Dream
Goal:

Biblical Support:

Realities
Positive Realities:

Negative Realities: 
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Expectations
Personal Costs:

Intentional Efforts:

Time Frame:

Applications
Objective 1:

Objective 2:

Objective 3:

Objective 4:

Objective 5:

Objective 6:
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Measurables
Date of Evaluation:

What worked?

What didn’t work?

Revised DREAM:
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AC T I O N  P L A N

Dream
Goal:

Biblical Support:

Realities
Positive Realities:

Negative Realities: 
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Expectations
Personal Costs:

Intentional Efforts:

Time Frame:

Applications
Objective 1:

Objective 2:

Objective 3:

Objective 4:

Objective 5:

Objective 6:
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Measurables
Date of Evaluation:

What worked?

What didn’t work?

Revised DREAM:
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This 12-week curriculum will challenge 
you to examine your thoughts, attitudes, 
and actions through a truly biblical 
worldview as it pertains to the social 
issue of racial prejudice. As you journey 
through the biblical perspective of the 
unity and diversity of mankind, you will 
be equipped to engage your culture in 
a biblically consistent way. Hands-on 
activities, class discussions, take-home 
challenges, and a culminating action plan 
will prepare you to address prejudice 
and bigotry in your immediate context, 
providing the only true answer—the hope 
of the gospel.of the gospel.
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